BATS U18 25 Livingston 3

The BATS U18s completed their first round of U18 league games on Saturday with a hard earned win 25 points to 3 against a stuffy Livingston side.

The first half was a stop start affair with the BATS squandering possession won by either the final pass going to ground or by giving away a needless penalty. The BATS opened the scoring with a penalty in midfield converted by Stewart Walker. Livingston levelled with a penalty shortly after, before the BATS restored their lead with a further penalty from Walker. The game plan of quick ruck ball and movement out wide went out of the window as the forward battle continued. Half time BATS 6 Livingston 3.

The second half continued in the same way for the first fifteen minutes. Then as Livingston started to tire, the BATS opened up and started to play some rugby. Excellent interplay between backs and forwards took play deep into the Livingston half and following a couple of forward drives, Michael Hickman showed good hands to pick up and drive over from close range. The BATS were now firing and an excellent long run from Scott Campbell and good midfield drive from Murray Smith led to a gap appearing for Ruaridh Bonnar to continue his excellent try scoring of recent games. Walker converted to take the score to 18 - 3. In the last minute, Livingston decided to kick a penalty, which landed short. Jamie Dyer ran into midfield popped the ball to Paul Porteous who made a barging drive up field. The ball was won and passed through a number of hands to Bonnar who cleverly chipped the defence and scored under the posts. Walker converted to make the final score BATS 25 Livingston 3.

A good victory in the end for the BATS who finish up 5th in the U18 league only 5 points behind 2nd and 10 points behind the winning team Musselburgh. If the silly penalties and turnovers can be removed the BATS are not far from away from the best teams in the league. They now go forward to play inter district games in the coming weeks.

