BATS U18 32 Currie U18 24

The BATS continued their league programme at the weekend with a hard earned
victory against a strong Currie side by 32 points to 24. The BATS scored three
first half tries through Patrick Traylor, Ruaridh Bonnar and Calum Sandison.
The opening try by Traylor followed a classy midfield break by Bonnar with
Bonnar himself showing quick thinking for an interception try for number two.
The third try was well taken by lock Sandison following good driving by the
forwards he twisted himself round to score near the posts. Stewart Walker
converted two of the tries, the first from the touchline.

Unfortunately for the BATS, Currie also scored three tries in an end-to-end
first half. Disappointingly for the BATS two of the Currie tries came when
the BATS were down to 14 men, in fact at one point they were down to 13 men
following two sin bins. Lessons need to be learned that the game is hard
enough with 15 without giving the opposition such an advantage. By now it should be obvious that talking back to the referee gains you no favours!!

The BATS dominated territory in the 2nd half with wind advantage and
deservedly took the lead with an opportunist try by scrum half Jason Quinn
in the corner. Walker missed the conversion, however sealed the victory with
a well-taken long-range penalty.

The game was marred at the end by a nasty eye injury to flanker Paul Gray
sustained during a late tackle at the end of an excellent run down the wing.
Three stitches and a black eye means a spell on the sideline for Paul, who as
always gave his all for the whole game.    

The BATS at times played some excellent rugby with the backs looking
dangerous every time they got good ball to work with. The forwards stuck in
well against a bigger Currie pack and with quicker ruck ball more tries may
well have followed.

