Accies 3XV v BATs
Saturday should have been the first league game of the season for the 3rd XV but our Premier One rivals, Heriots, advised us late on Thursday night that they were incapable of raising a third team. There followed a plethora of phone calls and spitfire communication between players, managers and ground staff. Special thanks must go to George for his never say die attitude and determination to get some sort of game arranged prior to next week's league fixtures against Falkland (3rd XV) and Edinburgh Northern (BATs). 

The obvious solution was an old style BATs Vs Accies 3rd XV match. Players were instructed to meet at Wardie for a 12:00 kick off but prospects looked grim when a wayward grounds man refused us use of the changing rooms. In stepped Broughton who, even though they had a game at 3.00pm, allowed us use of their changing rooms and pitch - thanks all round. Teams were selected in George's car en route to Wardie and finalised pitch side with Beasley and McPherson squabbling for advantage. Entente eventually prevailed and the game kicked off refereed by the excellent George Hodge of Accies 3rd XV.    

Accies initially opted to attack the 15-point hill. In true warrior style Beasley suggested his team take the points and dog it out in the second half. The game started with a flourish of activity. A precision drop kick was defended by an Accies knock on. The five man scrums were instantly recognized as a possible critical area in this Titanic struggle. The two sides adopted contrasting approaches. BATs employed the solid heave with Kevin Barr discomforting the Accies five as much as the vocal Troy McLaughlan at scum half amused them. Accies took the more technical casual line of locking out against their younger and less experienced opponents, but McCulloch at scrum half, recognising that there was potential competition for his no 9 shirt when he discovered that there were three other scrum halfs on the park, snapped and sizzled at the feet of his South African adversary.  

The scoring opened with a swift pass to the BATs centre who elegantly exposed the weakness of the Accies defence. Accies fought hard into the dreaded Wardie hill with mauling Barney would have been proud of, trundling the ball up through the lighter BATs pack, but by half time the hill was still in command with the score 15-5 in favour of BATs. 

BATs started the second half brightly but eventually the Accies summer weight training programme produced results. A driving maul - a quick pass to Neil McFarlane - and an offload to second row Vick McKenzie lead to a sixty yard dash down the pitch, with only an excellent scrag by BATS saving their bacon. It was high-octane stuff played in good spirit, though tension could have boiled over when an excessively zealous member of the Accies coaching staff, misread a clearing kick, and infringed the field of play.  

Eventually fifteen minutes into the second half just as Accies scored to bring the score to 24-20 in their favour, Penicuik turned up, not unreasonably, wanting their dressing room for their league match against Broughton, so any thoughts of a BATs fight back were squashed and we all repaired to Raeburn Place to watch the Accies / Heriots game. Playing junior games early so that the players can then watch the 1st XV is very popular in the southern hemisphere and something we should consider seriously here -- it would certainly be popular with the 3rd XV, though not perhaps with the bar staff.

 

Local derby for BATs against Northern next Saturday --- Book your slot --- 7.00pm - Raeburn Place - Tuesday night.   

