Back on track………………………

Following the disappointing nature of the defeat at Jedforest last week, it was important to get back on track as soon as possible, and a convincing margin of victory, plus the bonus point, illustrates that this was largely achieved.

Both camps bemoaned the ref’s apparent unwillingness to let the game flow especially in the early stages, and that in part contributed to the narrow 14-10 half-time score-line. In the first five minutes the penalty score count was 6-0 to GHA (many for bizarre decisions, so it didn’t feel too self-inflicted!) one of which was converted by stand-off Martin Dunn after only two minutes. But Accies were under no real pressure as they were dominating the scrummage and line – as they did for the whole game, taking a many balls from GHA put-ins and throw-ins. This pressure led to GHA’s hefty tight head prop having to wave the white flag after only 15 minutes, shortly before Gavin Douglas kicked for good position leading to a simple John-Michael Howison score, converted by Douglas. 

It was all Accies for a further ten minutes till another long Douglas penalty to touch produced good ball for Luke McCann to shimmy over through the centre, again converted. 14-3 fully reflected the Accies’ dominance over the piece, but a Ross Browne chip ahead was charged down with five to go, the ball being gathered and fed to winger Rory Watson to sprint the remaining 50 yards unchallenged, Dunn converting. Half time 14-10 to Accies

Normal service resumed from the restart, and Accies should have scored as early as the 4th minute, but were rewarded only with a penalty, missed by Douglas. However, from the growing pressure, Dan Teague was next to touch down after eight minutes to go 19-10 up only for a McCann high(ish!) tackle and a further ten yards to take GHA’s Dunn again into range. 19-13 - but no feeling of danger. One-way traffic continued through a further Douglas penalty on 20 minutes, then ‘Hovis’ Brown was driven over ten minutes later, shortly followed by Richie Wire’s classy release by Howison to skin the tired defence, both converted by Douglas.

GHA were likely only to score through Accie generosity, and the foot came off the pedal sufficiently soon after for centre Eddy to finish off after a series of missed touch kicks and tackles taking the score to 36-18. Stung by disappointment at this lapse, Accies again stepped it up and ran out 41-18 winners after a bizarre series of ricochets opened up the line for the advancing Stuart Paterson to dribble over and score.

Six tries, six scorers (backs and forwards alike), reflect the overall team contribution to the result. Just what the coaches had asked for.  The same will certainly be required for the tricky narrow field at Scremerston next week, where the highest degree of control is always required to come away from Berwick with a win.

