One monkey off the back………………………

Haddington has not been a happy hunting-ground for the Accies in recent years, often being bullied out of it rather than being out skilled, but with Matt Coupar’s return, and pretty dominant forward performances on the whole, expectations of breaking the mould were high.

However, the creaks that have appeared recently in that early-season pack dominance again caused Barney some early concern on Saturday. The first five minutes passed by largely without incident until Accies’ scrum-half Campbell kicked ahead well-stolen ball only for it to be gathered by a waiting wing forward. Coach Livingstone drew his breath as he knew of this fellows pace, and he did indeed speed off down the wing, dummying one defender well before putting centre Snodgrass in to score, unconverted.

An early scare, but things settled quickly with Accies coming more into the game, Luke McCann assisting with some astute kicking as did Myles O’Hagan, restored at number ten. Following a better spell all round the side exerted enough pressure to put Paul Arnold in a position to convert his first of five kicks to take the score to 5-3. Once again, any opposition pressure was mostly of Accies’ making through the odd loose kick and trying to ship the ball out of contact when it was never on, but one penalty miss on the half hour was all that Haddington had to show for it. Accies most potent attack came from Arnold charging down a kick, inserting some pace and releasing Matt Coupar but it came to nought.

Following the previous blueprint, the Accies started the second half brightly, Joe Edwards to the fore with a couple of charging-bull breaks, the first of which was stopped by conceding a penalty, which was converted by Arnold. Accies now 6-5 ahead and with the wind and the slope, one felt that only one team could win this game, but they kind of stuttered their way to doing so. Joe charged again, breaking wide on the 25 but a knock-on stopped play. Better kicking and pressure gleaned another penalty to ease further ahead and then a driven lineout ball from good position was knocked on. However, eventually the pressure told on 17 minutes and the improved scrummage disrupted clearance ball, which was charged down for Stuart Paterson to pounce on the loose ball and score. Arnold converted, 16-5.

Perhaps the Accies thought the job was done, for they fell out of the game completely for the following period, and although Haddington had plenty of possession it took them a full ten minutes to convert their pressure into points, the left winger eventually scoring in the corner after solid defence. A good conversion to 16-10 gave Accies a reality check and they stepped up a gear for Luke McCann to think he had scored following a chase after substitute Ben Di Rollo’s clever chip. That wasn’t to be, and a final penalty from Arnold – making it five kicks out of five, very commendable kicking in the tricky wind - with ten minutes remaining, was all to keep the crowd interested.

It wasn’t the prettiest from either teams, but games rarely are there with the stiff end-to-end breeze and the severe camber and slope for the unwary. A win was a win, but plenty to build upon for the visit of high-flying Dundee next week who will certainly be out to avenge that first day defeat by Accies with the narrowest of 28-27 margins.

