All’s well……………!!

You correspondent wrote 8 months ago on our last visit to Philiphaugh that, at halftime, the groundsman needn’t have worried about his repair pitchfork in either 22 (25 for bufties) area, and I’m afraid the opening period this time around pretty much mirrored that exchange. Perhaps we shouldn’t have included a reflection on that pretty dire display during pre-match talks, for the Accies proceeded to do what we had expressly undertaken not to do! On both sides, hard won possession was carelessly kicked away resulting in an opening quarter spent sparring in the middle third.

With 15 gone on the clock, on a rare visit to the Accies 22, Accies - who dominated the set all day - again disrupted the Selkirk scrum. However, the number 8 somehow salvaged well for the ball to be spun wide eventually to arrive on the opposite empty wing for the tricky Simon Murdoch (always lively and caused us plenty trouble in the past) to romp home and round under the sticks to be converted by Rutherford. Stung into action, the Accies did then piece together a reasonable passage of sustained play creating a real scoring opportunity off a well-worked back-row move but eventually spurned the opportunity, but at least came away with a Gavin Douglas penalty.

Unfortunately, that just signalled a return to the previous error-strewn back play creating no real chances for either side, until yet another attempted chip ahead on halfway was charged down for Selkirk to surge forward. Matt Coupar who covered excellently on two or three notable subsequent occasions was unable to scoop that one however, for it to be picked and popped inside, again for Rutherford to easily convert. 14-3 down at half time, the Accies backs having handed Selkirk a barely merited get-out-of-jail card.
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An early Selkirk burst in the second half was another of those extinguished by Coupar's cover. Shortly after Greg Campbell had to retire with a knock to the head. Selkirk appeared to be tiring though, and the Accies’ momentum, built largely on the day by the outstanding Dan Teague, was beginning to rise. Apart from the odd gift of a penalty to kick into Accies’ territory, Selkirk never really looked like getting into the Accies half. At last a good kick from Browne provided the perfect platform to quickly deliver ball across field for Luke McCann to finish off some neat handling after 10 minutes, Gavin Douglas converting

Luke McCann scores his first try and collects a knee for his troubles

Accies were under no pressure, for almost 20 had gone without Selkirk even crossing the halfway line. Yet another good kick provided a good attacking position and when the ball emerged from an arrested rolling maul, Luke McCann again took advantage of a disrupted retreating Selkirk to shimmy neatly to evade the central defence again for Douglas to convert.
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Danny Teague driving on supported by Club captain Andrew Desson

The relentless Accies’ pressure culminated in Mark Best finishing off more excellent forward play after about half an hour stretching the lead to 22-14, shortly preceded by a Paddy Coupar charge down and chase opportunity, but the bounce just went the wrong way this time. It was really all over by then, and, although a late Rutherford penalty brought the home team within a goal to victory, even the vastly extended injury time (due largely to Campbell’s treatment) didn’t raise too much excitement such was the improvement in the Accies play.

Another win, but surely there are other teams who would have punished the loose first half play more severely – plus point, the Accies stuffed them up front…………!!!
