Edinburgh Accies Mini-Rugby Match Report

Biggar Tournament 9th September 2007

North Berwick Tournament 23rd September 2007 

The mini rugby teams have had a very positive start to the season this September competing in the Biggar and North Berwick tournaments. P4 have come out strongly winning the shield at Biggar much to the delight of the players.

P6

North Berwick

Accies made a good start leading by 2 tries to nil against the hosts North Berwick, but a loss of concentration ended up with Accies loosing 3 quick tries and not enough time to recover. Accies then had a two game break which allowed the team to regroup after this disappointment. The team came out more focussed and ran away with the next game against Preston Lodge scoring 8 tries and not conceding any. Last group game was against Stew Mel, as usual this was a tough game but the boys played very well at containing their fast backs and retaining the ball at the breakdown. Accies scored 3 good tries combining good running and passing and only conceded 2 tries and with Stew Mel camped on the Accies line the referee blew up for full time and an Accies win. North Berwick progressed from our group to the final to meet Boroughmuir.

P5

Biggar

The P5 team performed well over the course of the day beating Uddingston and Biggar and drawing with Selkirk in the pool stage going through as pool winners. Attacking play was strong with over 20 tries scored although some work required in defence. In the semi final Accies lost narrowly to a strong Boroughmuir team but showed great character in the way they pushed until the final whistle.

North Berwick
The P5's performed well in their opening 2 pool games beating North Berwick 10-3 and Preston Lodge 7-3. The final pool match to decide the finalist from this section was against Stewart's Melville and the boys played extremely well ultimately losing 8-7 to a try on the final whistle. The boys continue to improve and showed great determination against a much bigger Stewart's Melville team.

P4

Biggar
The team started very well against Stirling County with a convincing win.  They then got a bit of a fright against Melrose who were a more physical team, and were soon 3 tries to nil down.  Once the boys realised they had to play as a team and put their tackles in, they brought the score back to 3 all.  Melrose then scored a try straight from the restart but heads did not go down and the team managed one final effort to level the score in the last 30 seconds.

After a close encounter with Uddingston the boys made it into the semi-final as group winners where they met Biggar, the boys ran out clear winners and had to meet their nemesis from their P3 days “Currie” in the final.

The boys took at early lead and were 3 tries to nil up but Currie came back with a late try in the first half.  The second half ran a very close thing with both teams tiring after a long competitive day and tackles were being missed on both sides; Currie came within a point on the team but never took the lead as tries went in at both ends. Accies held on and came out winners 7 v 6.

Well done to all the boys as they all had a part to play in winning the trophy. 

North Berwick

The P4s arrived with great anticipation there was an opportunity to get some more silverware.  First game was versus the home side and the match was very close with Accies coming out winners by 1 point.  The team were lacking focus and were a bit surprised that the first game was so close.

The next match was versus Preston Lodge and the team started to gel and ran in very comfortable winners.  That left only Stew Mel to beat and another final was beckoning.

The Stew Mel game was a frantic affair with both teams struggling to score early doors. Accies were then 2 points down but resolutely came back and took a 1 point lead.  With the ref forgetting half time the game proceeded with great running and tackling from both sides.  Unfortunately the next exchange of points went Stew Mel’s way and Accies finally went down by 2 points.

Well done to all the boys, a brave effort and we will learn from the tournament.

