Edinburgh Academicals 20:  Gala FC 11

After a week of almost continuous rain the ground at Raeburn Place was very soft.  Further rain had been threatened in the morning but it held off and there were even some brief glimpses of sun.  There was little breeze and the temperature was quite mild.

The 2nd XV had had a good pre-season win against the 2nd XV Gala Team at Gala.  However it was felt that this would be a tougher encounter, as indeed it proved to be.  To the one-eyed Accie supporter it appeared that the Accies were heavily penalised for some of the most minor indiscretions while Gala went unpunished for their continuous infringements of off-side, handling in the ruck and unwarranted physical aggression.  Certainly there was little advantage played and the game did not flow as most other games have this season. After starting on a high, the Accie XV were ground down to play at the same level as their opposition, which was less than inspiring.

Accies started playing with their backs to the pond.  O’Hagan took the kick-off which was allowed to bounce into touch on the Gala 22m line.  Cameron won the ensuing line-out and the Accies drove a further 15m up the field before Boyd broke away, passing to Stuart who went over to score about 10m to the left of the posts.  Tweedie converted.

From the restart O’Hagan made a good run up the touch line but possession was lost when a penalty was awarded for holding on in the tackle. Cameron was also able to field a loose ball and make a driving run up the touch line.  He was put into touch.  Accies won the line out and drove Gala back 30m in the maul before a penalty was again awarded against the Accies.

In the ninth minute, about 35m out from the Gala line, the Accies won a scrum against the head.  The ball was moved quickly from Gatside to O’Hagan to Di Rollo who passed to Norrie and looped to receive from Norrie and score in the right hand corner.  The try was unconverted.

The sound of the whistle became more persistent at this stage and allowed Gala into a game they had not yet competed in.  In the fifteenth minute they were awarded a kickable penalty, which they converted.  In the 25th minute Gala added another three points but were unsuccessful with a similar attempt in the 28th minute.

In the 33rd minute Gala were at last spotted in an off-side position and Accies were awarded their first penalty of the match.  O’Hagan put the ball into touch about 7m in from the Gala line.  Accies won the line-out and drove Gala back over their line with Henderson gaining the touch down.  The conversion, from the right touch line was unsuccessful.

A few minutes later, Gala were able to collect the ball in broken play in the Accie half and, due to a general lapse in defensive co-ordination, and a well timed miss pass were able to score a good runaway try in the Accies right hand corner.  This was not converted. A persistent whistle combined with incessant off ball incidents had ground the Accie team down in the first half.  

The second half became turgid and bad tempered. In the fifty-third minute the Accies had driven a good rolling maul about 30m into the Gala half.  The ball came out to O’Hagan who was unsuccessful with a drop attempt.

Following up from the deep 22m drop out, Gala mounted their only meaningful attack of the half but were kept out by dogged defence on the line. Todd had to leave the pitch at this point following yet another unrecorded and unprovoked off the ball incident which left him with a broken nose. In the sixty-third minute Gala were again adjudged to be offside at a ruck and Tweedie converted the penalty.

The game staggered on to the final whistle with a few good driving mauls from the forwards and individual runs from Stuart and Trodden noted. 

