Accies 1st XV 23 : 17 Jed-Forrest
Winning ways………………………………………!!

Also an investor in Glasgow Rangers, I feel I’m suffering a bit of double vision here. Third in the table; should/could finish second but first seems possibly out of sight; still winning without really firing on all cylinders; the odd inexplicable mishap……… the only real difference is that Rangers are still in Europe!! The final score of 23-17 on Saturday flattered visitors Jedforest, but the Accies ability to again let a commanding lead (20-0) slip without ever being in danger of losing is as bemusing as Rangers following suit at Inverness Caley the following day. That this also tends to happen to both sides against allegedly ‘lesser’ teams is all the more confusing, but at least a win was the final outcome on this occasion, which is what is asked for first and foremost, although the missing bonus point would obviously have helped in the climb back.

The first half was pretty much plain sailing for the Accies, an early ambitious missed penalty for offside from the 10-yard line setting the tone. The forwards were back to their dominant best in the scrummage, but it was a stolen line-out ball 5 minutes later that was spread wide for David Rattray to finish off well in his inimitable style, too wide for Myles O’Hagen to convert. The crispness with which the backs had moved the ball in that action was symbolic of their increased pace and sharpness in general over previous weeks, and good continuity and keeping the ball alive in the open led to a further penalty for O’Hagen to convert this time on 15 minutes. It really was all one-way traffic towards the Jed line with more direct running when Paul Arnold’s long kick on led to a line-out from which Dan Teague claimed the rumbled over try for 13-0. The remaining 15 minutes of the first half then passed fairly uneventfully, the sole scoring opportunity falling to Jedforest on the half hour only for the easy penalty to be missed.

Normal service resumed with O’Hagen missing another ambitious long-range penalty effort after only two minutes. It was still all Accies and ten minutes later the dominance of the pack came to the fore as skipper Teague elected to scrummage a penalty award for himself to score his second from the resultant 10-yard drive – O’Hagen did this time convert. Cue ‘foot off the gas’! As the Accies relaxed Jed stepped up a gear and a stolen ball was kicked long downfield for Arnold to cover into touch. The line-out was spread in field, then stand-off Garry Hill reversed the direction from the breakdown to score, but again unconverted. Jed may have rued these missed goal opportunities for number 8 was John Dampney was to score twice in the last ten minutes, one on the final whistle converted by Greg Nagle, with a solitary O’Hagen penalty in response to that 17 point surge.

The final score did flatter Jed on overall play, but losing the last half hour 3-17 is a luxury that the Accies may not have many more of particularly in the tricky upcoming away fixtures. GHA next week were Cup victors over Premier One Stew-Mel, so they are clearly capable of doing better than their showing at Raeburn Place earlier in the season.

Fentoni  

Accies 3rd XV 33 : 10 Boroughmuir 3rdXV 


Games between these two sides are always played in a good spirit with both trying to move the ball. That, no doubt, helped the very inexperienced referee to give a promising display.

Boroughmuir had come from behind in the previous match for a fine 31-24 win, but this time Accies held on to and extended their lead. Good driving play from forwards and backs and good ball retention meant that Accies had most of the play. Boroughmuir placed their wing forwards in the centre to counter the potent threat of Big Joe and Doc, allowing Rhys Williams to pick up and drive round the scrum. 

Kevin Ferguson played a solid debut game at prop and Penny was a welcome second row recruit, while Robbie Burnett helped out well at scrum half. But victory was achieved by a solid team effort.

Accies 4th XV   45 : 8  Moray House 1st XV 

The mighty 4th XV made it 12 wins out of 12 this season after a very competitive fixture against Moray House 1st XV.  Following some early pressure, M Paterson went in under the sticks to open the scoring but House quickly responded with an unconverted try.  Further scores from the fiery Clark and captain Burns saw the 4th XV reach the interval 19 - 5 ahead with Hay Smith converting two of said scores. 

The second half began by House kicking a penalty but the 4s then slotted into a higher gear and added scores by Hay Smith (2), Burns again and Lindsay.  Hay Smith also added three conversions.

It should be reported that referee Muir had a good game and even he was surprised not to award a try when P "White Lines" Corrigan failed to touch down despite being over the try line with no-one to beat.  Lindsay's reaction to this incident is better left unrecorded but much tittering followed in the changing rooms as the 4s recalled Corrigan's "rabbit in the headlights" approach to what was a golden opportunity

BATS U18  3 : 13 Musselburgh
The BATS U18s lost their unbeaten record in the Edinburgh Shield with a 13-3 defeat at the hands of an experienced Musselburgh side. The miserable conditions did not suit the BATS expansive style of rugby and the game quickly became a forward slog. A good break by Ruaridh Bonner gave the BATS early hope and a penalty to the BATS was converted by Stewart Walker - 3-0. This was cancelled out shortly after following an offside decision against BATS - 3-3. As the rain hammered down handling became a lottery and the game plan to move the ball wide at every opportunity disintegrated. The Musselburgh forwards ground on and were rewarded with a well-worked try from a rolling maul. The conversion was missed. 3-8. The BATS were not giving up and good lineout ball was quickly moved to Paddy Traylor who made a half break and fed to Bonner. He set the ball up and the ball was fed along the line only for good Musselburgh defence to hold their line intact. Half time 3-8.

The second half had just begun when Musselburgh stretched their lead to 13-3with an excellent try from a lineout close in. The BATS defence would have to be questioned though. The BATS were down but not out, and worked hard to secure possession. Unfortunately the final pass would not go to hand and Musselburgh had the BATS pinned in their own half. A long drop out and an old-fashioned kick and chase almost led to a BATS try but it was not to be. A loose pass in midfield was collected by the Musselburgh full back who sped down the wing with the line awaiting. However a brilliant try saving tackle was made by Scott Campbell who sprinted over from the opposite wing. The BATS continued to try to open the game up, however strong defence and foul
conditions got the better of them. Final score 3-13.

Despite being defeated this was a brave performance by the BATS who never gave up

