Dalkeith 16 - BATS U18 18

The BATS U18s started their Edinburgh Shield campaign with a hard earned away win against an experienced Dalkeith team by 18 points to 16.

The BATS started strongly and within 5 minutes had taken the lead. Pressure in midfield forced Dalkeith to concede a scrum on their 22. From the scrum the ball was fed to Stewart Walker who broke the defence and scored next to the posts. Walker converted his try to make the score 7-0. Dalkeith came back strongly through their forwards and only resolute defence by the BATS kept their line intact. BATS took control again and good interpassing between Walker, Lewis Niven and Paul Gray followed by quick hands down the line almost led to Scott Campbell scoring in the corner. Dalkeith were then penalised for offside and the BATS increased their lead to 10-0 with a penalty from Walker. Dalkeith pressed again but following good work in
defence from Ruaridh Bonner the ball was cleared to midfield, where Tom Drennan put in 3 excellent tackles in a row driving Dalkeith back. Dalkeith now had their best spell of the game and were rewarded with 2 unconverted tries in the last 5 minutes of the 1st half. Half Time 10 -10.
   
BATS regained the lead early in the 2nd half with a further penalty from Walker, which followed another flowing passing movement involving backs and forwards. 13-10. From the next scrum on the BATS 10 Drennan picked up and fed to Walker who again broke the defence and fed on to Bonner and back to Drennan. The ball was then again fed along the line only for Jason Quin to be forced into touch just short. Dalkeith then broke but were stopped in their tracks by a crunching tackle from Scott Donnelly. Another flowing BATS movement followed and the BATS were again almost over in the corner. The BATS seemed to lose concentration at this stage and Dalkeith pressure led to 2 penalties being converted taking them into the lead by 16-13. Time was now running out for the BATS who had led for most of the match. In the final minute the BATS were awarded a scrum of their own 22. The ball was won and
fed to Walker who broke through the Dalkeith defence. He fed to Bonnar and once again on to Drennan. The ball was set up and fed through the backs with Dalkeith penalised for offside. With the BATS coaches shouting for the kick to be taken to level the game, a quick tap was taken with the ball set up again in the forwards and then spun out to the wing. Neil Macfarlane was held up 3m out and Scott Donnelly was on hand to score in the corner. The ref indicated that time was up after the kick, and the BATS had won by 18 points to 16.

An excellent game of rugby between 2 fully committed teams. BATS deserved to
win with the handling and support play involving backs and forwards excellent.

