Accies v Kelso

Top of table clash. Home game. Perfect conditions. Game spoilt by a poor referee, two hopeless ego embracing touch judges – and our inability to cope with them.

Scrappy start. We had control of scrum but careless mistakes kept them in the game. First time in our half they got a penalty and stuck it in the corner. Driving maul. Pile up. Scrum half waltzed through the hinge between our wall and the pile up. Shocking! Try converted. Seven nil down.

Gradually tightened up basics and built up some pressure which allowed Ross Browne to run in an intercept try when the Kelso forwards started playing net-ball on their own 10 metre line. Gavin Douglas converted. Seven all.  

Kelso scrum was in real trouble by this stage. Penalty. Relatively easy three points for Gavin Douglas.

Another scrum / penalty. We stuck it in the corner. Drove on the front. Try by Danny Teague. Difficult conversion from Gavin Douglas. Seventeen / seven. Time to turn the screw but a couple of loose passes when we should have taken the hit let them back in and they kicked a penalty on their second incursion into our half. Half time: seventeen – ten.

Second half was memorably forgettable. Disappeared up our own backsides but eventually established some sort of field position and Matthew Coupar kept himself awake long enough to score a reasonable try from thirty five metres. Gavin Douglas added the points – having earlier missed three fairly straightforward penalties. 

Twenty-four ten and somnambulism ruled. No bonus point. No cigars. Only the knowledge that we are going to have to play a lot better with a lot more enthusiasm and discipline if we want to get a result at Selkirk this week. 

